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Idigbo also compares favourably with home-grown oak, but is available
in widths up to 30 inches; this wTood seasons well with little shrinkage
or distortion.
African Mahogany needs no introduction. It should not be confused with
the true mahogany from Cuba or with the Honduras variety, though it is
frequently used in substitution for both of these.
Cherry Mahogany, again not a true mahogany, is tough and more like
the Honduras kind but is harder and less liable to split. Sapele is another
mahogany substitute.
As a substitute for softwoods Obeche would be difficult to excel. It
compares well with Baltic redwood in bending strength but its stiffness is
not so good.
Odoko is in the Beech and Sycamore class, being similar in colour and
"weight. It can therefore be used for much the same purposes, i.e., domes-
tic woodware, turnery, brush backs, table tops for bakeries, etc.
Okan, also called African Greenheart on account of its resistance to
decay and weight (60 lb.-65 Ib.per cuft,), can be used for heavy construc-
tion similarly to Greenheart.
Opepe is not so heavy as Okan, being 47 Ibs. per cu. ft. seasoned, but is
stronger than English Oak and highly resistant to marine borers. It can
therefore be successfully used for piling, jetties, groynes, etc.
Ekkiy also called African Oak, is regarded as the most durable wood in
West Africa and is extremely hard and heavy (60 Ib.-yo Ib. per cu, ft.).
It is stronger than Oak or Teak and can be used as a substitute for Green-
heart in wharves and marine work. Apa comes in the same category for
dock work.
Agba is a large tree with a bole often free of branches for 100 ft. and a
correspondingly large girth up to 21 ft. The wood is a light reddish brown
in colour and is fairly light in weight (30 Ib. per cu. ft. seasoned); it is
comparable with Douglas fir. It is 50 per cent tougher than Honduras
mahogany and nails, screws, works, stains and polishes well. It will also
slice for veneers. It is resistant to decay. It is therefore highly suitable
for flooring, joinery, sills and work where wide boards up to 30 inches are
an asset.
The above is a short list of woods available from one area of the Colonies
whose resources are becoming increasingly available and accessible. They
are characterised like most tropical woods by an absence of annual rings,
since the growth is almost continuous and only a short dormant period
intervenes; this contrasts with the long deciduous time of temperate
hardwoods.
SEASONING
The method of drying or seasoning of any particular wood is determined
by reference to a number of factors ; these include the species, method of